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IN OUR VIEW

Gun protest
The emotions continue to run high in
the aftermath of the shootings earlier this
month that killed 20 school children and
six adults in Connecticut. It’s difficult to
blame people on either side of the gun
issue for being so passionate about their
cause.
After such a tragedy, it’s easy to understand why people would want to see
what are now termed to be “modern sporting rifles” banned from sale to everyday
people. The argument is that people don’t
really use these high-powered weapons
for hunting, and many Americans may not
be able to handle them safely, so they
shouldn’t be available for purchase.
Those on the other side of the argument
believe the possession of these kinds of
weapons are valid for protection. In many
cases, an intruder simply seeing a homeowner holding such a weapon may be
cause for the criminal to flee without further incident. And still others point to
what they believe is a continually oppressive government from which they may
need protection someday. They point to a
slippery slope on which the ban of one
kind of weapon can lead to the ban of other guns.
One man and his grandson decided to
take a stand against Dick’s Sporting Goods
by protesting outside the store in St.
George. They disagree with the store’s
decision not to sell modern sporting rifles
any longer. As quoted in The Spectrum,
one protester, Mesquite resident Roy Sutton, said, “We have a president holding
office right now that is complicit in walking illegal guns into the Mexican state, and

we understand people have been killed
down there by the hundreds, if not thousands. Now he wants to have a debate on
the subject while he invokes executive
privilege and he doesn’t want to talk about
his own trespasses.”
Sutton is talking about the failed “Fast
and Furious” operation meant to sell highpowered weapons to Mexican drug cartels
and then track their use. The practice got
at least one border patrol officer killed,
and the U.S. government lost track of the
deadly weapons. On that issue, Sutton has
a point.
But his protest is misdirected. You
can’t take part of America without taking
all of America. In this case, he wants to
protest a business’ choice not to sell a
particular kind of weapon, a perfectly
legal, free-enterprise decision by a company. If the government is the one hindering
rights, then protest the government, a key
part of our First Amendment protections
in this country.
But don’t protest a company for making
a business decision. Other companies
likely will continue to sell military-style
weapons. Give them your business if you
so desire. But don’t protest a business —
one, by the way, that is not hindering a
person’s rights whatsoever — that is simply making a decision to give up market
share to competitors on a particular kind
of weapon.
Owning a weapon and deciding not to
sell such a weapon: Both are perfectly
reasonable rights to practice in the United
States.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Take name changes to the extreme
and change name of state too
It seems to me that a few in the community are outraged by the use of “Dixie” in
Southern Utah. Of course we all know that
the term in our area has nothing to do with
slavery.
Maybe if we need to remove the name
Dixie from our heritage, the regents
should also remove the name Utes from
the U of U. The Utes were the real slavers
who raided Paiute villages and stole women and children away and made them
slaves. In a world of political correctness
this is a more egregious because it’s a
local issue.
We have Paiutes living in our community. In an effort to be totally correct we
should also change the name of the state,
too. Let’s totally rid ourselves of any history that could offend.
Stan Flinders
ST. GEORGE

Beware of changes
that lead to socialism
This is a small community whose industrious progenitors grew cotton and called
the area “Dixie.” Today a college “faculty

senate” having dreams of grandeur want
to change that beautiful small college into
a “Harvard in the Desert.”
Incidentally the Civil War was mainly
about seceding from an out-of-control
government, just like today under UNAgenda 21. When you hear the words “racism, diversity, bully, redistribution of
wealth, etc.,” you know we are in trouble
folks! Now an empirical college destroys a
beautiful artistic and costly statute for the
sake of changing a historic college of education into an institution of indoctrination.
Remember the difference of socialism
and communism? Communism is achieved
by revolution; socialism is achieved by
changing the “rule of law.” Both achieve
the same goal — slavery! Recent changes
in the “rule of law” include: The Patriot
Act, Homeland Security/TSA — invasion
of privacy by groping/scanning to teach
citizens “dominance by an out of control
government.”
The biggy is the National Defense Authorization Act, which passed secretly last
Christmas Eve. This authorized the arrest,
torture, disappearance and freezing bank
accounts of Americans without due cause,
process or evidence?
Sam DeWitt
ST. GEORGE
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Cooperation
ensures
spinedace
success
Steve Meismer
Southern Utah Voices

The petition by the Center for
Biological Diversity to the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service to list
Virgin spinedace as threatened or
endangered is incorrect in its representation of current fish populations and the results of the Virgin Spinedace Conservation Agreement and Strategy (VSCAS). The
petition suggests that listing is
warranted because actions identified in the VSCAS have not reversed population declines or enhanced populations to meet a goal
of spinedace presence in 80 percent of historic habitat.
Until 2002, when the Virgin
River Resource Management and
Recovery Program began, there
was limited funding for implementation of the VSCAS outside of
its signatory partners’ existing
budgets. The program brought
state, local and federal funding for
vigorous efforts to achieve two
goals: 1) to enhance, conserve,
recover and protect native species
in the Virgin River basin and 2) to
enhance the ability to provide water to meet human needs.
Some of the projects and results
specific to spinedace include:
» Santa Clara Pipeline — constructed in 2004 to provide irrigation water and a perennial water
source (3 cfs) for the Santa Clara
River. This project ensured water
would be present for spinedace
year round, not just when reservoirs were full, resulting in 17.5
miles of occupied habitat.
» Removal of Schroeder Reservoir on Beaver Dam Wash in 2005
— spinedace were stocked into
historic habitat. Following nonnative fish reduction, a reproducing population of spinedace was
present, garnering 7.3 miles of
historic habitat. This effort reduced non-native fish numbers,
increased habitat for the spinedace, and expanded populations.
» La Verkin Creek — water
right purchases and fish passage
structures continue to provide fish
habitat and aid reproducing spinedace populations.
When the VSCAS began, spinedace were estimated to have historically occupied 143.7 miles of
streams in southwestern Utah.
Occupied habitat represented 91.6
miles (63.7 percent) in 1995. Currently, spinedace are present in
127.6 miles (88.7 percent) of historically occupied habitat plus in
an additional 6.7 miles of stream
not identified in the VSCAS. The
petitioners have suggested that the
lack of an Endangered Species Act
listing of spinedace in 1995 has
resulted in further loss of historic
range. In fact, monitoring by Utah
Division of Wildlife Resources
indicates an increase of 25 percent
in occupied historic habitat since
1995.
This existing information confirms that the VSCAS and the Virgin River Program is an unrivaled
example of cooperation to protect
Virgin spinedace without the burden of a federal listing. The ability
of partnerships to significantly
benefit declining species is evident. We do not suggest that efforts to protect and enhance spinedace populations are complete. We
coexist in this area with these species. Floods and droughts affect all
of us, but by working cooperatively, we can benefit native species and area communities.
Steve Meismer is the local coordinator for the Virgin River Program, a biologist with a master’s of
science degree in fishery biology
with more than 15 years of experience and a resident of Washington
County since 2001.
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